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after they have gone will be trod by millions. It seemed to me
that there lay my duty and there lay my career."12
If elected, he went on, he would attempt to root up political
corruption. "Without fear and without favor" he would "try
to do my duty. I will listen as readily to the complaint of the
richest man in the city as I will to the poorest"1S He made it
crystal clear that his object was reform; that he believed in the
equal rights of dl men; that he was opposed to privilege of
whatever kind.
The packed hall listened intently as he continued:
Look over our vast city, and what do we see? On one side a very
few men richer by far than it is good for men to be, and on the
other side a great mass of men and women struggling to get a most
pitiful living.... What do we propose to do about it? We propose,
in the first place as our platform indicates, to make buildings cheaper
by taking the tax off buildings. We propose to put that tax on land
exclusive of improvements, so that a man who is holding land
vacant will have to pay as much for it as if he was using it, just
on the same principle that a man who should go to a hotel and hire
a room and take the key and go away would have to pay as much
for it as if he had occupied the room and slept in it. In that way we
propose to drive out the dog^in the manger who is holding from
you what he will not use himself	The value of the land of this
city, by reason of the presence of the great population, belongs to
us to apply to the welfare of the people....
I am your candidate for Mayor of New York. It is something that
a little while ago I never dreamed of. Years ago I came to this city
from the West, unknown, knowing nobody, and I saw and recog-
nized for the first time the shocking contrast between monstrous
wealth and debasing want. And here I made a vow, from which
I have never faltered, to seek out and remedy, if I could, the cause
that condemned little children to lead such lives as you know them
to lead in the squalid districts. It is because of that that I stand
before you tonight, presenting myself for the chief office of your
city—espousing the cause, not only of your rights, but of those who
are weaker than you.1*
Henry George set up campaign headquarters in the Colon-
nade Hotel on Lafayette Street near Astor Place. Most of the
campaign funds were collected at meetings and solicited by
volunteers. But there was little to fight the combined strength
of Tammany and the County Democracy, which together under

